Puppies and Kids!!!
Some general rules when we have puppies and kids together.
· Children should always be supervised by an adult when playing with pups.

· Children should be taught to never pick up puppies; this is an adult’s responsibility. Kids should also never grab the pups by their legs, ears or tails. 

· Teach children to use soft voices when around puppies, high pitched voices encourage the chasing and nipping instincts in pups.

· Never let children play wrestling type games with puppies, this only increases the chance of nipping, instead play retrieve games with large plush or rope toys.

· Teach children to fold their arms, ignore the pup and “be a tree” if the pup jumps up on them, only pet the pup when all four feet are on the floor. 

· The puppy should be allowed to make its own choice to approach the child, adults and children must never chase or corner a puppy. Remember if you take away their choice of flight the only choice they have left is fight. 
· Teach children not to hug, kiss or restrain the puppies.
· When the puppy is resting in its crate or bed children should never bother or try to wake the pup. Pups should have lots of quiet time. 
· Once an adult has taught the puppy some basic obedience behaviors then have the children help give the rewards. Older children can also learn to give simple commands. 
· Adults need to teach children that puppies are living animals, not toys, and are to be treated with respect and consideration. 

· Puppies and children are great together when they are both well exercised and well trained. Give your pup lots of constructive exercise. 
· Children (and even adults) should never grab anything (bones, toys, etc) out of a puppies mouth, always exchange for something better. This teaches puppies to give things up willingly instead of learning to guard their possessions. 
